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        The Reeder      
 Please visit us on the Internet at www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org 

 

NEWS AND VIEWS - by Mary Ann Love 
 

 

Springtime Picnic 
 

Plan to attend the Gateway Harmonica Club picnic 

on Saturday, June 14, at Shady Springs Park in St. 

Peters.  We have had several picnics there and it is a 

lovely private setting with great accommodations 

including pavilion and barbeque pits.  Bring your 

own picnic lunch and drinks along with family and 

friends.  Everyone is welcome.  We always have a 

good time and play our harmonicas as a group and 

individually.  Anyone who wants to play additional 

instruments – this is your opportunity.  Starts at 12 

noon.  Come for awhile or all day. Rain or shine! 
 

Directions:  Take Hwy 70 West to Cave Springs 

Exit 225, continue west on I-70 North Outer Service 

Road until you pass Baue Funeral Home and turn 

right after U-Haul on Shady Springs Rd.  Continue 

several blocks until you reach the park.  See you 

there!  Remember to bring your harmonica! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Remembrances: 
 

We said ‘Goodbye’ to Jackie Pratte on April 17.  

Jackie was always fun and friendly.  The Gateway 

Harmonica Club was honored to play several songs 

at the visitation and we extend our sympathy to 

Charlie and family.   
 

We were saddened to hear of the passing of Norma 

Uhl.  Her husband, Joe, was a long-time member. 
 

 ***** 
 

 

 
 

Helmut Speckheuer 
 

Helmut Speckheuer visited the GHC meeting on 

April 10, 2014 and played several tunes on an echo 

harp and several others.  He was in town on 

business and stopped by to visit.  Originally from 

Germany Helmut spoke with several members and 

found our club on the website.  

 

Did You Know? 

Submitted by Geza & Thelma Dombi 
 

Benjamin Franklin was responsible for the original 

Harmonica? 

In the book “Why Do We Say It” on page 272 is 

described the Harmonica:  The device provides a 

method of playing more than one reed in 

“harmony.”  The original harmonica was a device 

for playing musical glasses conceived by Benjamin 

Franklin.  It had pieces written for it by both Mozart 

and Beethoven.  When the reed mouth-organ 

invented by Damien of Vienna in 1829 once came 

along, it was given the name of Franklin’s 

invention. 
Editors Note:  In researching, there are several 
other names of people who claim the harmonica 
was their invention, going back to ancient China 
with the sheng.   It is an evolving discussion. 
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THE GHC REEDER is a bimonthly publication of the Gateway 

Harmonica Club, Inc. of St. Louis, Missouri, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to the preservation and advancement of 

the harmonica. The club meets weekly on Tuesdays at 7:00 PM 

at The Rock Church, 9125 Manchester, Brentwood, MO. 
 

Inquiries about membership should be directed to: 

   Buddy Hirsch, Treasurer 

   47 Orchard Lane 

   Kirkwood, MO 63122 

   (314) 821-8651 

   e-mail: buddyharmonica@aol.com 

 

For information about club activities, contact: 

   Frank Davis, President 

   125 Braewood Circle 

   St. Charles, MO 63301 

   (636) 477-0354 

   e-mail: fdavis0354@charter.net 

 

To schedule a club performance, contact: 

   Herb Huebner 

    (314) 873-6633 

   e-mail: info@gatewayhamonicaclub.org 

 

All other correspondence should be directed to: 

   MaryAnn Love 

   Recording & Corresponding Secretary 

   1162 Villa Flora Dr. 

   O’Fallon, MO 63366 

   (636) 379-7707 

   e-mail: malove123@msn.com 

 

Information about the club’s activities is also available on the World 

Wide Web at: 

www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org 
 

 

Gateway Harmonica Club Dues are OVERDUE! 
 

 
SPAH CONVENTION 2014 
Society for the Preservation and 
Advancement of the Harmonica 

 

It has been announced that the SPAH 
Convention will again be held in 

St. Louis - August 5-9, 2014 
Renaissance St. Louis Airport Hotel 

***** 

SPAH dues are due and include a discount for  
SPAH registration.  www.spah.org 

 

  The editor and officers reserve the right to edit 

texts received.  Only substantial changes will be 

made in consultation with authors.  The editors also 

reserve the right not to publish material submitted.  
 

***** 
           

  

Happy Birthday!   
            

              MAY 
 

  Sharon Davis  May 11 

Henry Heppermann May 26 

Doris Rassman May 28 

Louise Cook  May 28  

  

     JUNE  
 

Carol Hackman June 1 

Jean Gerfen  June 6 

Doris Michelin June 9 

Alice Asbury  June 15 

Theon Heisserer June 19 

Mike Maschek  June 26 

Laurie Hayduk June 27 

Bill Nesslein  June 27 

Bob Winston  June 28 

Bill Davis  June 29 

Rose Schmidt  June 29 

 

   Happy Belated Birthday to Gene Dodson  

(our SPAH friend) who celebrated on April 20! 

  
 

 
 

Happy Birthday & Congratulations to all! 
 

********************************************** 

Editor’s Note:  Please notify us if your or your spouse’s 

birthday is missing or incorrect.  We welcome 

publication of any members special highlight dates! 

 

***** 
 

Did you know  listen  and  silent use the same letters?  

 

Do you know that the words  race car spelled backwards 

still spells race car. 

 

And that  eat is the only word that if you take the first 

letter and move it to the last, it spells its past  tense  ate.  
 

*****  

mailto:%20buddyharmonica@aol.com
mailto:info@gatewayhamonicaclub.org
mailto:malove123@msn.com
http://www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org/
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Tulsa Harmonica Summit 2014 
 

When Harland Crain visited the Gateway Harmonica 

Club recently, I learned that there was a harmonica 

group in Tulsa, OK.,  The Route 66 Harmonica Club of 

Tulsa, (http://www.route66harmonicaclub.com) and they 

sponsored a one day harmonica blow out (on March 1, 

2014) at the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame located in the 

former Tulsa Union Depot.  Performers included 

bluesman Johnny R. Long of Springfield, MO, national 

educator Jon Gindick, local bluesman and educator 

David Berntson, the Hohner Roadshow featuring Ronnie 

Shellist and Adam Hamil, Jimmy "Junior" Markham and 

his band and R. J. Mischo, just to name a few. 

 

David Berntson taught a beginner's class which included 

enthusiastic wannabe harmonica players of all ages.  He 

began by explaining how the harmonica worked and 

then displayed a Chinese sheng, from which the 

harmonica supposedly developed.  Hohner harmonicas 

were provided and 

the group picked up the basics very quickly.   

 

Then Ronnie Shellist gave a seminar for intermediate to 

advanced players and demonstrated some of techniques 

needed to turn the harmonica into a "blues" instrument.  

Adam Hamil joined him on a couple of numbers (did 

anyone know that the repair technician could actually 

play one of those  

 

things?). Then Jon Gindick demonstrated various 

techniques and played several different styles while 

accompanying himself on the guitar.   

 

Of course there were several vendors represented, 

including Hohner (who had several freebies available to 

lucky visitors to their booth), a local repairman/player 

named Mike Peace, the Blues Society of Tulsa, Shaker 

Mics, Dennis Oelig, the  

amplifier guy and a few others.   

 

The evening show was a knockout with excellent 

performances by several local players/groups and the 

headliners – Ronnie Shellist, Jon Gindick and  R. J. 

Mischo.  I really enjoyed the Harmonica Summit up 

until I got ready to leave -- and if you remember, that 

was the weekend of the bad storms, so I wound up 

spending an extra day in the motel and finally started 

home about mid-morning on Monday, after checking to 

make sure the highways had been cleared. 

 

For those of you who are interested, check out their 

website listed above.  For additional information, contact 

Steve O'Gwin (info@route66harmonicaclub.com). 

 

Respectively submitted, 

Ernie Roberts

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Editors Note:  Thanks for the great report, Ernie.  Sounds like you had an enjoyable time.  Ernie snapped oodles 

of photos which are shared below.  Not enough space to print all; many classes and performers also.   Ernie is 

our club photographer and we thank him for all his wonderful efforts. 
 

    

  
 

http://www.route66harmonicaclub.com/


GATEWAY HARMONICA CLUB                                              MAY - JUNE  2014 

 4 

     
 

      

   
 

   
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



GATEWAY HARMONICA CLUB                                              MAY - JUNE  2014 

 5 

   
 

     
 

  
 

St. Louis County Library Daniel Boone Branch in Chesterfield, Mo on April 5, 2014  -  Photos by Dave Moore 

 

To The Gateway Harmonica Club, 

Thanks to all the members who gave us a lovely program on April 8
th
.  The 50+ Group at the Daniel Boone Library really 

enjoyed their afternoon with your performance.  Thanks to all who give so generously of their time and talent.  
Sincerely, 

Norma Burns, St. Louis County Library                 

                          

https://www.flickr.com/photos/slclevents/13743526585/in/set-72157643711961234/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slclevents/13743934684/in/set-72157643711961234/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/slclevents/
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WEEKLY EVENTS 

Tuesday evening meetings at The Rock Church, 9125 Manchester, St. Louis, MO 63144: 

6:00 PM – Blues Group, led by Ed Cenatiempo – Everyone welcome 

7:00 PM – First Tuesday of month:  Business Meeting – Everyone welcome 

7:00 PM – All other Tuesdays:  Band Rehearsal – Everyone welcome 

8:00 PM – Open Mic – Everyone Welcome 

PERFORMANCES, CLASSES AND SPECIAL EVENTS 

A list of the club’s upcoming performances, classes and special events is distributed each month at the business 

meeting.  For the most up-to-date calendar of all GHC performances, classes and special events, go to 

www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org/calendar, which takes you to our online calendar.  You can view the calendar in 

Week, Month or Agenda (list) format by clicking on the tab of your choice.  To move the display backward or forward 

in any view, click◄ or ►in the upper left-hand corner of the calendar. 
- 

Gigs and special events are shown in RED, classes in BLUE.  To the right of the tabs, there is a small ▼ symbol that 

you can click to open a drop-down checklist if you wish to display only a specific category or categories by checking 

selected boxes.  ☑. 
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