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“Have harmonica, will travel.”

July / August 2022

Gateway Harmonica Club’s 35th anniversary is celebrated by members, family & friends at Miss Sheri’s Cafeteria

on Saturday, May 14, 2022 (L-R, back to front) Mike Ives, Imelda Ives, Louise Georgia, Bill Davis, Bonnie Phillips, Don Phillips,
Bennie Norton, Bob Norton, Bud Anders, Faye Anders, Jennie Ojeda, John Clark, Ruth Huebner, Herb Huebner, Tim O’Connell,
Joe Stenger, Reed DeLaet, Maurice Wilson, Paula Rhodes-Wilson, and Audria Gebhardt. Also present but not pictured are Helen
Allen, Bill Dulin, Linda Jacobs, Don Johnson, Mark Olesnicki, Ernie Roberts, and Marie Roberts (photo by Bill Dulin) (story on p. 4)

News & Views / Bulletin Board
By Linda Jacobs

Summer Uniforms
The club changed over to the summer uniform, short-sleeve white polo shirt,
starting on May 10, as the cool temperatures suddenly surged to 93 degrees.

Feeling Sick?
If you’re not feeling well, or may have been exposed to COVID-19, please stay at
home from gigs and practices. Take care of yourself and protect others. Many of
us are in a “high risk” category.

Keep Your Eyes Open
Be sure to watch the gig calendar, your email, or the gigs list and check it against
your personal calendar. New bookings or short-notice changes are usually
reported at practice/meetings, but, in case you miss the announcements, review
the schedule to avoid disappointments. (continued on p. 2)
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News & Views / Bulletin Board
(continued from Page 1)

Christmas-in-July Coming Soon
Resurrecting a 15-year GHC tradition, last observed in 2015, the club will host a
Christmas-in-July party on Tuesday, July 12th, 7 - 9:00 PM, at the Rock
Church, 9125 Manchester Road. Beginning with a social hour, appetizers,
and festive desserts, fun will continue during sing-along/play-along of Christmas
carols (sheet music will be provided) and an open mic featuring holiday favorites.
Please bring your favorite appetizer or festive dessert and singing voice or
harmonica. Family and friends are welcome!
Many thanks to Clara Schuh for organizing the event. To volunteer, please contact
her at (636)465-5979 or cooperblue0809@yahoo.com.

SPAH Convention 2022
This year’s convention of the Society for the Preservation and Advancement will
be held on August 9 - 13 in Tulsa, OK, at the Hyatt Regency Tulsa Hotel.
Registration includes daily seminars, workshops,
evening jams, and SPAH awards. Plus, it’s a
wonderful opportunity to learn new techniques, hear
great music, see old friends, and get acquainted with
other harmonica enthusiasts.
Registration and hotel bookings are open. This year
participation may be in person or online. For additional information, go to
SPAH.org and click on “Convention”.

Speakers during GHC “Special Program”
During 2022 business meetings, there is a new feature: the “Special Program”, a
period of 3 to 5 minutes when a guest speaker shares information of interest to
harmonica players. Earlier in the year, we heard from Bill Dulin (harmonica
maintenance) and Mark Olesnicki (enharmonic equivalents). At the June business
meeting, Audria Gebhardt spoke about throat vibrato, beginning a 3-part series on
special harmonica techniques. During the July and August meetings, she will
educate us on tongue slapping and circular breathing.
Thanks to all of our Special Program speakers! Have an idea? Please let us know.

Welcome
Returning
Member

Congratulations
Honorary
Member

Michael LaRue

Theon Heisserer

Member since 2001

Member since 2005

regular member, birthday 5/3

honorary member, birthday 6/19

THE REEDER is a bimonthly publication of the Gateway Harmonica Club, Inc., of
St. Louis, Missouri, a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and advancement
of the harmonica.
Send corrections, additions, articles and ideas to editor@gatewayharmonicaclub.org or call
(314) 325-6819.
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We Get Letters

Honorary
Membership

Pleased Audience Member

Thank you so much for your
honorary membership. I am
honored. I so appreciate being
included in something my husband
loved. Being remembered is so
very thoughtful. Thank you for that.

I attended your performance at Meramec Bluffs
and thoroughly enjoyed it! Thank you!

Dan O’Neal
Sunny Sickel
Helen Allen
Lauren Olesnicki
Mark Olesnicki
Alice Russell
Ruth Huebner
Tom Sutterfield
Kanwal Seehra
Bennie Norton
Eugene Williams
Jerry Chapman

Sincerely,

Ruth Eggers

35th Anniversary
Luncheon

All’s quiet in the lobby of
Meramec Bluffs prior to GHC’s
April 7 performance

What a great time!! You really put your heart in it and it showed. Thanks from me
and all of us. ~ Louise

Georgia

Outstanding, outstanding, outstanding! ~ Don

Johnson

This is just what the group needed,
a time full of zest & talents in many
directions. Enjoy everyday with
many wonderful harmonica players
-- it creates so many good
memories.
~ Sandy

Bonfiglio

Diane Neely

What a great idea to celebrate 35 years with lunch and music! ~

August

I look forward to reading and seeing pictures of the luncheon in the newsletter.

May / June 2022
Newsletter
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Enjoy! ~ Alice

Wonderful Reeder.

Herb Huebner
Tim O’Connell
Bob Norton
Bud Anders
Reed DeLaet
Donna Hall
Sue Fey
Peter Trustman

Get Well
Wishes
Lauren Olesnicki is
wished a complete and
speedy recovery after
having successful back
surgery.
Bill Davis continues to
receive treatment for
neuropathy.
Shirley Grindon is
improving a lot, able to do
much of what she liked to do
prior to surgery.
Leonor Trustman is “so so”
and continues to follow up
with her doctor.

Hope everyone has a grand time. ~ Kathy

Kelly

Russell

Hello, and happy, happy birthday to the GHC! ~ Pierre

~ Chris

Dacquin

I want to tell you what a wonderful job you did organizing the celebration. You
were a fantastic hostess and I think everybody had a wonderful time. I applaud
you and wish you the very best in life. ~ Helen

Allen
Dulin

It was a very successful and pleasant afternoon. Thank you for planning and
organizing it, and all of your work to make it happen. ~ Mark

Olesnicki

Thank you. It turned out really nice! Everyone had a lot of fun!! ~

Bennie Norton

Awesome. Just awesome! Glad I attended. I appreciate all the effort and
organization. Wow. Great M.C. as well. ~ Reed

DeLaet

I’m sorry I missed it. Sounds like it was a great time. ~ Jim

Melchers

The celebration was outstanding!! Planning was beyond compare. Thank you for
the recognition of members with a framed certificate. Well done and well done for
ongoing excellence with the club. ~ Jennie

Good job!
~ Jim

Melchers

Beautiful issue! Joe would love it!

Thank you for making it happen. I know you worked very hard to make it go
smoothly. Everyone really had a great time. ~ Bill

Pondo

Ojeda

35th anniversary party was a great success. Detailed planning helped make the
party most enjoyable for all who attended. Thank you! ~ Audria

Gebhardt

Thanks tor attending and for your feedback. All who helped with the planning and
preparation are so pleased that you enjoyed the celebration of GHC’s 35th
anniversary. We hope that you are proud of our club’s history, feel appreciated for
your dedication, and have renewed energy for shaping the future of our club.
Here’s looking forward to the 40th anniversary!
-- The Editors
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~ Sue

Fey

Great newsletter! Your club is so
active! Keep up the great work!
~ John McNamara
Garden State Harmonica Club

Self Expression
Very beautiful quote
from Victor Hugo
[19th century French
writer]: “What cannot
be said and what
cannot be silenced,
Hugo, 1876
music expresses.” I
will add: “with my harmonica!”
~ Pierre

Dacquin

Correction to
GHC Directory
Pierre’s Dacquin’s
birthday is December
1, not December 31.

Celebrating Past & Present

Many Thanks

By Linda Jacobs

A big “thank you” to all who lent a hand to make the luncheon a success. Special
thanks to organizer Linda Jacobs, and to Jennie Ojeda, John Clark, Bonnie

35th Anniversary Luncheon

From 35 Years
of Club History

Phillips, and Don Phillips who arrived early and helped with the last-minute
touches and ensured that all members and guests were given a warm welcome.

The Gateway Harmonica Club’s Anniversary Luncheon was held during the

Thanks to Audria Gebhardt and Mark Olesnicki for doing final preparation of the

afternoon of Saturday, May 14, 2022, at Miss Sheri’s Cafeteria in south St. Louis

recognition certificates and vital support during drawings for door prizes, and

County. Celebrating the 35-year anniversary of the club’s establishment were

thanks to Jim Melchers for behind-the-scenes support and Jennie Ojeda for

nearly 30 members and guests. The original founders of the Gateway Harmonica

suggesting group music play- and sing-along in addition to open mic.

Club were: Sidney Wolff, Frank Davis, Vince Manno, Dan Perez, Boots Lackey,
Fred Hessel, Don Dahmer, Don Mueller, Dave Schmidt, and Rich Tygerson, who

Special thanks to Joe Stenger for preparing and providing the invocation and to

all have passed on or are no longer active with the club, and Bill Davis, who

Pierre Dacquin for the beautiful recording of his harmonica music that was

First Meeting
Held on March 23, 1987,
at the Main Branch of the
St. Louis County Public
Library, attended by 25
interested people
Club’s Beginning

O’Connell and Herb Huebner for passing out the sheet music.

Officially became a club
on December 6, 1987, at
a banquet for installation
of newly elected officers

Along with a welcome by Linda Jacobs and invocation by Joe Stenger, a moment

Due to members’ generosity, the vast majority of folks carried home a wonderful

of silence was devoted to all the members who had passed away and to those

Earliest Motto

door prize, in addition to commemorative party favors, balloons and flowers, and

who were unable to be at this special celebration.

“Love that harmonica!”

certificates. Thanks to the prize donors: Helen Allen, Reed DeLaet, Bill Dulin,

During the festivities, longtime members of the club (see photo on p. 5) were each

Mike and Imelda Ives, Linda Jacobs, Bob and Bennie Norton, Jennie Ojeda,

Earliest Objective

presented with a framed certificate, signed by GHC President Linda Jacobs and

and the Gateway Harmonica Club. Also, thanks to Ernie and Marie Roberts, Bill

Vice President Jim Melchers, that read: “Gateway Harmonica Club, St. Louis,

Dulin, and Jennie Ojeda for taking photos. And, heartfelt gratitude is

Missouri, with boundless appreciation recognizes long-standing loyal supporter &

extended to all who came and made it a fun and memorable event.

To promote and maintain
harmonious fellowship
among those sincerely
interested in preserving
and advancing the
harmonica as a genuine
musical instrument as
well as fostering,
promoting, and
encouraging the use of
the harmonica for
improving physical and
mental health

attended the celebration.

A laminated sticker commemorating
the club’s 35th anniversay was
given to each member and guest

Members Appreciation

active member, ## years of membership. GHC officers and members hereby
convey their sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude.” Each honoree accepted the
official recognition with a statement of gratitude and appreciation of the club and

enjoyed during lunch. Thanks to Bill Dulin for transporting and setting up the sound
equipment and for directing the group music and open mic. Thanks to Tim

Bill Davis plays the diatonic
harmonica, “I’m So Lonesome I
Could Cry”, at the GHC anniversary
party (photo by Ernie Roberts)

its members.
Additional members were also recognized with a framed and signed certificate,
documenting the year that his/her membership started and active membership
through the years, including: Bob Norton (2006), Herb Huebner (2010), Mark

Long-time club members with certificates of recognition (L-R) Audria Gebhardt, 25 years as
a club member; Ernie Roberts, 23 years; Bill Davis, 35 years; Bill Dulin, 20 years; and Bud
Anders, 34 years. Additional long-time members not present: Jim Melchers, 34 years; Mike
Maschek and Tom Sutterfield, 31 years; Bill Nesslein and Peter Trustman, 29 years; Harley
Crain and Gene Dodson, 26 years; Amanda Keith and Glenda Warren, 20 years (photo by
Marie Roberts)

Olesnicki (2013), Helen Allen (2014), Louise Georgia (2015), Tim O’Connell
(2015), Jennie Ojeda (2015), Don Phillips (2016), Don Johnson (2018), Reed
DeLaet (2019), Mike Ives (2020), and Joe Stenger (2020).

Lunch & Entertainment
The buffet lunch was enjoyed by all and was followed by live music. The
harmonica players joined together for a couple of favorite songs as guests sang

1993
$15 Delinquent renewal

members wishing to participate.

2004
No charge - Honorary
membership (spouse of
deceased GHC
member)

During the open mic, club founder and charter member Bill Davis played the
diatonic harmonica, sharing his beautiful yet sorrowful rendition of what he calls “a
song about a dead bird”, which is more widely known as “I’m So Lonesome I
Could Cry”, made famous by Hank Williams.
In between open mic songs, drawings were held for attendance prizes.
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1988
$10 Annual renewal
$15 New member
$5 Associate
(newsletter only)
1990
$100 Lifetime
membership

Helen Allen enjoying the GHC 35th
anniversary luncheon (photo by
Jennie Ojeda)

along. Then, there were harmonica solos, some with accompaniment, from all

NOTE: As additional photos become available, they’ll be shared in the newsletter.

Dues Over the Years

Don Johnson (right) listens to open
mic along with his cousin Paula
Rhodes-Wilson and her husband
Maurice Wilson (photo by Bill Dulin)

Ernie Roberts prepares to play “Mule Train” on
the diatonic harmonica during the GHC 35th
anniversary luncheon, May 12, 2022 (photo by
Bill Dulin)

Linda Jacobs, emcee, has fun with
members and guests at the GHC
anniversary luncheon (photo by Jennie
Ojeda)

2009
$15 Annual renewal
$150 Lifetime
membership

Theon
Heisserer

Legacy

Dan Perez

Featured

On June 19th, Father’s Day,
Theon celebrated his 98th
birthday! And, he’s still a
harmonica player!!

A club founder and charter
member, Dan served as GHC
president, vice president, and
treasurer, filling a leadership
role during 15 years of his 16
-year membership. Also, he
gave beginners instruction at
Dan Perez, 1997
the library and played in the
“Silvertones” duet and “Moonlighters” sextet groups.

Theon joined the club in 2005
and became an Honorary
member in 2022. Over the
years, he frequently played at
nursing homes. His other
Theon Heisserer, 2007
interests include dancing,
especially the “Jitterbug”. Theon has two grown children and
retired after 37 years from Cupples Products and Schnucks.

In 1934, at 6 years old, he learned a little song on his mom’s
harmonica. He continued expanding his repertoire on the
diatonic until 1987 when neighbor Frank Davis invited him to
a club meeting. There Dan was inspired to play the chromatic
He continues to play the harmonica, guitar, and piano on
and became a Lifetime member. In 1996, he took up the
Monday afternoons at his retirement complex, The Village at
chord harmonica. He also played the “Little Lady” while
Mackenzie. When GHC has a gig nearby, Theon joins us
holding it only between his teeth.
with a song on his paddlewheel
harmonica, a delight for all!
Combined, Dan and his wife
Shirley had 10 children. He
enjoyed woodworking, gardening,
and dancing. Dan was a good
friend and was missed when he
passed away in 2002.

Sharon Davis
By Linda Jacobs

Actively supporting the club since
1987, Sharon was a Regular
member for many years and
a core member of the GHC
Ladies Auxiliary as her
husband, Bill, was one of the
founders of the club.

Joe
Stenger

Born in Hannibal in 1939,
Sharon is known for her
sense of humor, generosity,
and love of people. She
fondly remembers the
members and spouses that
were friends throughout the
Sharon Davis, 2003
decades and the fun they’d
have on Tuesday evenings when the ladies would gather “in
the other room” at the church and play cards and games
while the husbands practiced the harmonica. Also, she was
glad to bring food and snacks to practices and SPAH. Most
of all, she enjoyed being a clown, the one to bring funny stuff
like the giant undies or the 3-cup bra, to give people a laugh
at practice or to lend a bit of comedy during open mic.
Lately, Sharon goes to the nearby casino daily to walk, get a
free coke, and listen to her favorite oldSupport
fashioned music.

Joe Stenger, 2022

Joe Stenger has always loved music. In 1959, at 7 years old,
he got his first harmonica, a diatonic. For his 8th grade
graduation, his parents gifted him a double-sided A/D
tremolo. Now, playing either is second nature.
Joe was an inquisitive musician, learning various
instruments. After being introduced to GHC by his friend, the
late Wayman Starnes, Joe believes that his musical
development truly began as, for the first time, he began to
actively select and learn new songs.
In addition to music, Joe loves woodworking. After growing
up in a hamlet in southeastern Missouri, he became an
industrial arts teacher in the Ozarks. Then, 37 years ago, he
married Patti. They moved to St. Louis, where Joe excelled
as a woodshop teacher and retired from Seckman High
School in Imperial.
Also, Joe is an avid taxidermist. Joe and Patti have two
grown children. Currently, Joe is learning to play the chord
harmonica, while honing his skills on the chromatic.

New Member
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Quotes in the
Spotlight
“Its nice to go on vacation
and play [harmonica] with
your friends, but it’s
always very nice to get
back home...May the
blessings of the Lord be
with all of you always.”
- Dan Perez, 1991 & 2002

“Many thanks to everyone
who voted for me to be
selected as an Hononary
member of the Gateway
Harmonica Club.”
- Theon Heisserer, Age 98

“Keep busy and have fun.
You gotta have fun!! I
remember when we’d
travel in the car, and I’d
wear funny noses to keep
everyone laughing. Cars
would pass us, they’d
look, we’d all laugh. It
was fun. I miss that. Have
fun!”
- Sharon Davis

“The quote that I’d like to
share is one that my
family has used for a long
time. It was passed down
to us by Patti’s dad [Joe’s
father-in-law]. ’Life itself
won’t give you joy unless
you really will it, life just
gives you time and
space, it’s up to you to fill
it.’ ”
- Joe Stenger

Pierre Dacquin
Harmonica Player Extraordinaire
By Mark Olesnicki
Most of the members of GHC have heard of one of our newest honorary
members, from the newsletter or his emails which include the great music he
shares with us. This is how Pierre Dacquin came to our club:
At the end of 2019, the Club
received a request from a French
harmonica player, Pierre
Dacquin, for information about
us. He was impressed by
YouTube videos of GHC. I
responded to him in January
2020 by email. We continued to
communicate. Pierre attached examples of his talents and sent a CD of his work.
He has an interesting story and is very approachable and pro-American.

Member’s Choice

Spotlight

He was born in 1939, and at age 9 received a Hohner Echo tremolo diatonic. He
must have practiced a lot because, six years later, he headed “Le Philcos Trio”,
playing chromatic (two friends did bass and chord). They lasted four years, playing
in clubs and on the radio, while Pierre studied music. In 1960, he was drafted into
the Army, serving 28 months in Algeria during the conflict over independence.
Back in France, he started a family and became
a Professor of Applied Art (graphics). In 1979 he
took a job as a printing manager in the Comoros
Islands, near Africa in the Indian Ocean. There
he played harmonica with local musicians and
taught music. In 1989 he moved to the Ivory
Coast on the opposite (West) side of Africa,
becoming a teacher in a technical school. His
Pierre Dacquin entertains with
harmonica took him to performances in Ghana
chromatic harmonica, Sainte
and other nearby countries. In 1997 he returned
Livade sur Lot, France
to France and made harmonica teaching and
performing a full-time job. He has played with various groups and has his own
radio shows on the public broadcast stations. Some of these are rebroadcast in
Canada and Louisiana. He lives in the town of Sainte Livrade sur Lot (SW France
between Bordeaux and Toulouse).
Pierre and I both use Google Translate to communicate. It works surprisingly well.
He has given me good playing tips such as how to develop a throat vibrato (easier
said than done). At age 82 he is full of energy and enthusiasm. He used to
correspond with Stan Harper and is a particular fan of Frank Sinatra. He said in
one of his emails, “Our American friends have always been the best”. I am
continuing our communication. Who knows? Maybe a visit will occur. Let me know
if you want to hear more of his music. If you wish to correspond with him yourself,
you can send emails in English for him to translate, or I will help you to use
computer translation.
On December 7, 2021, the Club voted to make Pierre an Honorary Member. He
expressed his gratitude and responds to members who contact him. He continues
to entertain and impress us with his total command of the instrument. This allows
him to interpret, not just play, music. Each song becomes uniquely his own.
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What’s Happened & Happening

A

Newsletter Production Team

By Helen Allen

Quite a few folks pitch in to make “The Reeder” possible. Thanks

so much!

Contributors to the May/June and July/August newsletters include:
Helen Allen, Sandy Bonfiglio, Pierre Dacquin, Bill Davis, Rick Davis, Sharon
Davis, Reed DeLaet, Bill Dulin, Ruth Eggers, Sue Fey, Audria Gebhardt, Louise
Georgia, John Grindon, Ruth Huebner, Mike Ives, Linda Jacobs, Don Johnson,
Kathy Kelly, Debbie (Heisserer) Kinard, Michael LaRue, John McNamara, Jim
Melchers, Joyce Melchers, Julie Melchers, Diane Neely, Bennie Norton, Bob
Norton, Tim O’Connell, Dan O’Neal, Jennie Ojeda, Mark Olesnicki, Shirley
Perez, Chris Pondo, Bob Ripley, Ernie Roberts, Marie Roberts, Alice Russell,
Ann Samuels, Clara Schuh, Joe Stenger, and Leonor Trustman

Open Mic and Zoom Photos by Ernie Roberts, exceptions noted.

Tom Sutterfield,
Clara Schuh, “It Took
“Georgia On My
A Miracle”, May 24
Mind”, June 7

Audria Gebhardt,
“Summertime”,
May 10

Herb Huebner,
“Claire de
Lune”, May 31

Ernie Roberts,
Bob Norton (left) plays lead chromatic, “I’ll
“Mule Train” May 24 Be Seeing You”, with Jim Melchers (chord)
(photo, L. Jacobs)
and Linda Jacobs (bass), May 24

Joe Stenger, “He’s Holding On Linda Jacobs,
“The Swan”,
To Me” with diatonic, vocals,
May 17
and guitar, May 31

Stan Baldwin,
“Were You
There?”, May 31

Bill Dulin,
“Doodap”,
May 24

Don Johnson,
Mark Olesnicki (right) plays lead chromatic, “Button Up Your
Jim Melchers, “All
“Somewhere Over
Overcoat”, accompanied by (L-R) Tom Sutterfield (harmony), Jim
of Me”, April 19
the Rainbow” May 24 Melchers (chord), and Linda Jacobs (bass), May 24

Bud Anders joins through Zoom,
enjoying open mic from the
comfort of home, May 17

from Helen

Beginners class (L-R, top to bottom) Bob Ripley, Jan Studer,
Ann Samuels, Kathy Kelly, Henry Heppermann, Helen Allen,
Bob Norton, and Linda Jacobs, April 19 (photo by Bob Ripley)
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Bill Davis, “Take
These Chains From
My Heart”, June 7

Peter Trustman,
“Under Paris
Skies”, May 31

Julie Melchers watches
open mic, June 21

Greetings, my friends. I
hope you have had time
to download the
“Harmonica!” app, which
includes prerecorded
songs with lyrics, things
to explore, and even
apps for lessons.
Interesting facts about
harmonicas: The first
harmonica was invented
by a 16-year-old boy,
Christian Buschmann, in
Germany in 1821. He
called it a “mundaeoline”.
He made the first
harmonicas out of wood
and, in the first year, sold
over 600 harmonicas. His
invention was so popular
that a clock factory was
converted to manufacture
harmonicas. Thus began
the Hohner harmonica
factory. Do you know
which astronaut on the
Gemini 6 surprised his
friends on board and
played “Jingle Bells”? Not
even NASA knew he had
his harmonica on board.

Friends in the Audience

“Taps” Across
America

We love when family and friends are in the
audience during band practices and gigs, so we
were happy to see Johanna Sutterfield at a gig.

On Memorial Day, May 30, at 3 PM
local, individual members of GHC
joined with tens of thousands of
participants across the world to
pause and play “Taps” in
remembrance of those who gave
their lives in military service to the
United States.

Make Music Day 2022
On the summer solstice, June 21, our club
participated, for the second time (first was in 2019),
in Make Music Day St. Louis, the local observance
of a worldwide celebration of music. Thanks to
Mark Olesnicki for initiating club participation
again this year. Launched in 1982 in France, the
Make Music event is now held on the same day in
more that 1,000 cities in 120 countries.

Tom Sutterfield greets wife
Johanna after a GHC
performance at Immaculate
Conception Church, May 23
(photo by Ernie Roberts)

At Blueberry Hill on the Delmar Loop, site of Chuck Berry’s famous duck walk and
rock and roll guitar showmanship, free harmonicas were provided to audience
members by the event organizer. GHC members Linda Jacobs, Jim Melchers, and
Dan O’Neal taught a short beginners harmonica class, followed up with a
demonstration of the diatonic, chromatic, bass and chord harmonicas, and played a
few gig songs, duets, and solos, ending with
audience and GHC members together playing the
song “When the Saints Go Marching In”.

Unknown graves area in Jefferson
Barracks Cemetery, 2019 (photo by
Michael LaRue)

Veterans
Appreciation
Michael LaRue extended by email
“appreciation to the vets in our group
that served” and shared photos that
he had taken at the Jefferson
Barracks Cemetery, the location of
the plot of his mom and dad, a WWII
vet who served in the South Pacific.

GHC continues the Zoom
sessions on Tuesdays.
All are welcome during
the 6 PM beginners class
and the 7 PM band
practice. If you have
questions, let us know.

Make Music Day (Clockwise)
Sign at Blueberry Hill; Jim
Melchers, Linda Jacobs, and
Dan O’Neal perform in the
“Elvis Room” of the famous
venue; Classic neon sign

Diatonic harmonica
classes, taught by Linda
Jacobs and Jim
Melchers, will resume in
August at the Meramec
campus of the St. Louis
Community College. Also
in August, an additional
diatonic class, taught by
Don Johnson and Mark
Olesnicki, will begin at
at the Forest Park
campus.

Music Library

In closing, stay well.

One request: If you come to rehearsals and need a copy of a song and
you take the last copy, let me know so I can arrange to have more made.
NEVER take the master copy in the protective sleeve. Thanks for helping
to keep the library complete and up to date.

By Clara Schuh
Just an update on the music library. I have gone through all the music to make
sure we have copies of everything. Additional copies were made for songs that
needed them and originals were put into protective sleeves.
If anyone is looking for a song from the files, let me know at
cooperblue0809@yahoo.com and I can scan it and send it in an email to you.
Specify whether you want lead, 2nd, chord, or bass. We have some tabbed copies
of more recent songs but most do not have that option available. We also have 3rd
and 4th harmonies on a few songs.

Michael LaRue
Recently Michael renewed his club
membership after taking a hiatus to
pursue other musical interests.
A native of St. Louis, Michael’s
interest in photography began as a
boy and continued for decades. After
gaining a wide variety of experience,
he found his true passion: fine art
photography. His landscape, still life,
and urban
scape
images are
shown and
sold in
galleries,
exhibits, and
online.

Clouds over vets’ graves at JB
cemetery, 2021 (photo by
Michael LaRue)

America the Beautiful

Harp Corner
First Music in Outer Space

Part 3 of a series

During a 2-day spaceflight, which was the first mission to rendezvous in space within
1 foot of another vehicle, there was another first: a surprise orchestrated by astronauts
Walter Schirra and Tom Stafford aboard Gemini 6.
On December 16, 1965, after completing a space rendezvous in
Earth orbit with their sister ship Gemini 7, Stafford made a radio
transmission, describing a nearby object, possibly a satellite in a
north/south Polar orbit, and requested to “try to pick up that thing.”
jokingly claiming to have seen an unidentified object piloted by
Santa Claus.
To hear the radio transmission:
 On a computer, click the QR
code.
 If using a smart phone, scan the
QR code.

At that point, the
sound of a tiny harmonica, played by Schirra,
accompanied by a handful of small bells attached to a
cord, played by Stafford, could be heard playing the
well-known holiday tune, “Jingle Bells”. These were
the first musical instruments played in outer space.
The instruments had been smuggled on board without
NASA’s knowledge, leading Mission Control director
Elliot See to exclaim “You’re too much” to Schirra
after the song.
The original 8-note Hohner “Little Lady” Harmonica,
played by Schirra, and the bells used by Stafford,
were donated to the National Air and Space Museum,
Smithsonian Institution, in Washington, DC.

Astronaut Wally Schirra played the
first musical interlude in space on this
8-note “Little Lady” harmonica,
equipped with a dental floss lanyard
and Velcro tab for easy attachment to
the wall of the spacecraft when not
being used.

Chord Harmonica Seems to Fly Through Space
In addition to the “Little Lady” harmonica on board Gemini 6, there’s another harmonica
that flies through space. It’s the Hohner 48 Chord Harmonica piloted by Jim Melchers as
he plays the Lead part in the introduction to “Peg O’ My Heart”, made famous by the
Harmonicats in 1947. Like the famous chord player Al Fiore in that No. 1 hit, Jim nearly
throws that 23-inch-long harmonica from side to side in order to quickly reach the right
chord out of the 48 available. With muscle memory and a lot of practice, Jim is able to
reach exactly the right set of holes, out of the available 192 double holes, to get the
correct sounds from the 384 reeds, playing the famous and challenging rendition of the
crowd-pleasing song remembered from the youth of so many in the audience.

Jim Melchers throws the chord and plays a challenging rendition of “Peg O’ My Heart”,
along with the GHC band, at Laclede Commons on April 1, 2022 (photos by Ernie Roberts)
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Submitted by
Julie Melchers
with permission
From a compilation by
Sissi Jones, Hohner harmonica
tech

LOW NOTES
Low notes have longer,
heavier reeds and need
to be played with much
lower intial breath
pressure (with less force)
to avoid choking the reed.
You should breathe
normally through the
harmonica with your
mouth in an oval “O”
shape. Keep your tongue
way down so the airflow
is not blocked. Breath
should come from your
throat and not be pushed
from your lips, like saying
the word “HO”.
Tilt the harmonica down a
bit to allow air to reach
the reed, which helps
avoid choking it. This is
especially important for
low draw notes and also
applies to low key
harmonicas (such as the
key of G).
6 6 5 5 6 6 -4
-4
O beau-ti-ful for spa-cious skies,
See the chord harmonica “fly through
space” in a video of GHC’s “Peg O’ My
Heart”, in Harmonicats style, featuring
Jim Melchers on chord. Recorded on
May 6, 2022, at Benedictine Living
Community-At the Shrine, Belleville, IL
(video by Joyce Melchers, Jim’s mom)

GHC’s “Peg”
Video

5 -5 6
-6
-7 6
for am-ber waves of grain.

Diatonic Tablature

By Linda Jacobs
Here’s a follow up to the question posed by Helen Allen on page 8 of this newsletter, “Do
you know which astronaut on the Gemini 6 surprised his friends on board and played
“Jingle Bells”?

Radio
Transmission

Chromatic Tablature

Tech Tips

6 6 5
5
6 6 -4 -4
For pur-ple moun-tain ma-jes-ties

Backing Tracks (Key of C)
Three backing tracks, each unique, are provided for “America the
Beautiful”. To access from a computer, click the QR code. If using a
smart phone, scan the QR code. (“How to Scan a QR Code” is on the
back cover.)

-8 -8 -8 8 -6 -8
a-bove the fruit-ed plain!
6 8 8 -8 7 7 -7 -7
A-mer-i-ca! A-mer-i-ca!
7
-8 -7 -6 6 7
God shed his grace on thee,
7
7
-6 - 6
7
7 6 6
and crown thy good with broth-er-hood,
6 -6 7 6 -8 7
from sea to shin-ing sea!

Play-A-Long

Backing Track

Open Mic

GHC Calendar

Contact Us

Events
Jul 12

7 - 9 PM

Christmas in July, Rock Church, Chairperson Clara Schuh

Sep 17

11 - 4

Annual Picnic, Love Park - Ballwin, Chairperson A. Gebhardt

Dec (details soon) Christmas Party, Rock Church, Chairperson Ruth Huebner

Performances
Jul 21

12 PM

Seniors of Eureka, Timbers, 1 Coffey Park Ln, Eureka 63026

Aug 3

2 PM

Tesson Heights Sr Living, 12335 W Bend, Sappington 63128

College Classes
Aug 1, 8 & 15

St. Louis Community College - Florissant Valley campus

Aug 4, 11 & 18

St. Louis Community College - Forest Park campus

Weekly Meeting - Everyone’s welcome!
Meetings are held every Tuesday at The Rock Church, 9125 Manchester Rd.
For on-line streaming, join Zoom, Meeting ID 523 574 2860 / Passcode 201826.
6 PM

Beginners class & blues group

7 PM

Band practice (Business meeting, 1st Tuesday of the month)

8 PM

Open mic

Give us a call or
send an email for more
information about our
club, performances, and
classes.
Club / Classes
(314) 325-6819
info@gateway
harmonicaclub.org
Performances
(314) 329-4553
booking@gateway
harmonicaclub.org
Correspondence
secretary@gateway
harmonicaclub.org

www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org

GATEWAY HARMONICA CLUB
11828 DOVERHILL DR
SUNSET HILLS MO 63139

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

GHC Website
YouTube
Facebook

To access from a computer,
click the QR code.
Calendar

