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News & Views / Bulletin Board  
By Linda Jacobs 

Congratulations to Bill Dulin 
GHC music director Bill Dulin is a recipient of SPAH’s 2022 

Stan Harper Award of Special Merit, recognizing special 

contributions to the harmonica community. Congratulations, 

Bill, well deserved! (more about SPAH, and Bill, on p. 5) 

Revised GHC Bylaws Approved 
Revised bylaws were approved at the August business 

meeting. This 6-month effort updated the 2014 version. 

Thanks to vice president/committee chairperson Jim 

Melchers and committee members Bill Dulin, Linda Jacobs, Ann Samuels, and Tom 

Sutterfield. The update was distributed to members by email; for a paper copy, please 

contact Jim at jmelchers9@gmail.com.  

(more “News & Views / Bulletin Board” on p. 2) 

CHRISTMAS 
           JULY IN  

GHC celebrated “Christmas in July” on July 12 as club members, family and friends gathered at The Rock 

Church on Manchester Road to socialize, share holiday treats, and play and sing holiday music (left) Seated at the table are Jan 
Studer, Audria Gebhardt, event chairperson Clara Schuh, Jay Hotze, and Bill Davis; (top right) Surprising us with a visit through 
the Zoom video conferencing app are Santa and Mrs. Claus, also known as Scott Aschinger and his spouse Kristen; (bottom 
right) About to try the festive goodies are Ernie Roberts and his spouse Marie (photos by Bill Dulin) (story on p. 6)  
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News & Views / Bulletin Board 
(continued from pg. 1) 

Annual Picnic - September 17 
Plan to attend the GHC picnic on September 17 at Muffin Pavilion in Love Park, 

Ballwin, Missouri, in west St. Louis County. Our last picnic was there in a private 

setting with a pavilion, tables, electricity, restrooms, and lots of parking. Bring your 

own drinks and a potluck dish to share; meat dishes would be appreciated since 

the club will not be providing bbq this year. Family and friends are welcome. 

We always have a good time and play our harmonicas to our hearts’ content. 

Anyone who wants to add additional instruments or vocal accompaniment, this is 

your opportunity. Starts at 12 noon. Come for awhile or all day. 

Remember to bring your harmonica! Questions? Contact Audria Gebhardt, 

(314) 963-7914, or Jennie Ojeda, (314) 488-5284. 

Aschinger Hayride Invitation - October 15 
Mark your calendar for an evening of fun! Scott Aschinger invites club members 

to his family’s 27th annual hayride, on Saturday, October 15, 4-11 PM. It’ll be at 

759 Emerson Rd, Catawissa, Missouri; phone, (636) 259-6260. There will be pony 

rides, 4-5:30 PM; bbq & potluck dinner, 6 PM; and hayride, bonfire and barn 

dance with the High Noon band and Dust ‘n Case during breaks, 6-10 PM. BYOB.  

SPAH 2023 
The St. Louis Gateway Harmonica Club has been 

selected to host the next SPAH international convention, 

August 15-20, 2023. The Sheraton-Westport Chalet, the 

same hotel location as SPAH 2018, will be the site. 

There is plenty of work for GHC members to do in the year 

ahead. We’ll convene a meeting sometime soon to review 

specific tasks and to enlist volunteers. 

Winter Uniform 
As cooler temperatures begin, music director Bill Dulin 

will determine when we will change over to the cold 

weather uniform: long-sleeve white shirt with red vest and black pants or skirt, 

black shoes, and black belt.  

Old Webster Jazz/Blues Fest - September 17 
The Old Webster Jazz & Blues Festival will be Saturday, September 17, Noon-11 

PM in downtown Webster Groves, 483 E Lockwood Ave. (Thanks, Helen Allen!)  

For Sale 
GHC hooded sweatshirt, new, red, zip front, silk-screen GHC logo on back, 

unisex XL, $40; contact Helen Allen, (314) 517-0791 

GHC polo shirts, new, white, short sleeve, embroidered with GHC logo on left 

front, men’s M/L/XL and women’s M, $25, contact Clara Schuh, (636) 465-5979 

Happy      
Birthday 
September 

3  Margie Kindt 

4  Syliva Stover 

10  Ed Moore 

17   Jim Melchers 

29  Julie Melchers 

30  Linda Jacobs 

October 

17  BW Honeycutt 

20  Bonnie Phillips 

25  Margaret  
  Gustafson 

30  Bill Dulin 

Get Well 
Wishes 
Margaret Gustafson has 

a major health issue and 

continues to be interested 

in the club. 

Lauren Olesnicki is 

progressing in her 

recovery after back 

surgery on June 21. 

Leonor Trustman is 

awaiting hip surgery. 

Peter Trustman is 

recovering and awaits an 

cardiologist appointment, 

after hospitalization for 

heart issues. 

Condolences 
Sympathy is extended to 

Tim O’Connell due to the 

passing of the mother of 

his sons, his former 

spouse Barbara. 

THE REEDER is a bimonthly publication of the Gateway Harmonica Club, Inc., of St. Louis, 

Missouri, a non-profit organization dedicated to the preservation and advancement of the 

harmonica.  

Send corrections, additions, articles and ideas to editor@gatewayharmonicaclub.org or 

call (314) 325-6819. 
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GHC’s ad on p. 1 of 
the 2022 SPAH 
convention program 

More about GHC’s 35th 
Anniversary 

Thanks to our club photographer Ernie 

Roberts, we have new photos from the club’s 

35th anniversary celebration, 

featuring a few more of our 

members and friends. The 

event was highlighted in the 

July/August 2022 issue of the 

GHC newsletter. 

We Get Letters 
Thank You for the Music 
Thank you very much for the wonderful music at our 55+ luncheon at Parkway 

Baptist Church. We have received several great comments on the music and the 

good time shared by all. We were blessed and hope you were, too. Looking 

forward to having you back sometime again. 

Shirley Merckling  

Editor’s Note: We’re grateful to Mike, from PBC, for sharing photos. Performing that 

day were Bill Dulin (music director), Audria Gebhardt, Herb Huebner, Linda Jacobs, 

Jim Melchers, Julie Melchers, Bob Norton, Tim O’Connell, Clara Schuh, Joe Stenger, 

and Tom Sutterfield. 

 

GHC Christmas in July 
It definitely was a fun time, especially hearing first everyone singing and playing 

Christmas carols and then the soloists and small group singers! Thanks to Linda 

Jacobs and Clara Schuh for vision and follow through. 

Jennie Ojeda 

Harmonicas for Health 

My daughter, Christine, is the director of an Alzheimer’s patient daycare facility. 

When her staff recommended consideration of a respiratory rehab program that 

uses the harmonica, she shared the information with me. The “COPD360music” 

program builds upon the practice of harmonica playing for individuals with COPD 

and other chronic lung diseases.  

The program can help you have better control of your breathing, exercise the 

muscles that help the lungs, strengthen abdominal muscles, boost self confidence 

and relieve stress. Benefits are decreased shortness of breath, increased sputum 

mobilization and increased quality of life. 

There’s more formation on the COPD Foundation web page, copdfoundation.org. 

Clara Schuh 

A Big Mistake  

I made a big mistake when I had my mask with me but didn’t wear it when I was in 

close contact with numerous people for many hours during quite a few 

consecutive days. I became infected with Covid-19. 

Take it from me...take care of yourself and protect others, wear a mask in crowded 

indoor spaces.  

A Victim of Covid 
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Mark Olesnicki plays 
“All of Me” 

Louise Georgia 
receives a certificate 
of recognition 

Bennie and Bob 
Norton win a prize 

Attendance prize 
winner Marie 
Roberts 

Tim O’Connell plays 
“What a Wonderful 
World” 

Appreciation of 
members / guests 

Don Phillips and his 
wife Bonnie 
enjoying the party 

Herb Huebner and 
his wife Ruth listen 
to open mic 

Jennie Ojeda and 
her husband John 
Clark having fun 

Bud Anders and his 
wife Faye recall 
GHC’s history 

Joe Stenger, Mike Ives and his wife Imelda, 
and Reed DeLaet with GHC red petunias 



What’s Happened & Happening 
By Linda Jacobs 

“Beginners” Class 
The GHC “beginners” class isn’t just for beginners! Each 
Tuesday evening, business meeting or not, at 6 PM a group 
of harmonica players gathers for camaraderie and to play the 
harmonica together. Although this event is called the 
“beginners class”, harmonicists range from beginners and 
intermediate players to folks with decades of harmonica 
playing experience.  

Many folks participate in the beginners class through Zoom, 
including Helen Allen, Adina Covaci-Prince, John 
Grindon, Henry Heppermann, Tim Heppermann, Kathy Kelly, Jennie Ojeda, 
Brian Prince, Bob Ripley, Ann Samuels, Sunny Sickle, and Jan Studer.  

On a weekly basis, the music changes, although most of the songs are familiar 
favorites. Thanks to a suggestion from Helen Allen, we recently added two new 
volumes of music, “GHC Classics” and “GHC Medleys”. Also, thanks to Jan Studer 
for boosting the tempo of some of our backing tracks to offer new challenges. 
Special thanks to volunteers who recently led the playing of a volume of music 
during class: Reed DeLaet, Henry Heppermann, Jim Melchers, Tim O’Connell, 
Ann Samuels, and Joe Stenger. 

Friendships Renewed 
Friends and family are always welcome to join us 
during practices and performances. We were 
delighted to get a visit from Marie and Sharon, the 
spouses of Ernie Roberts and Bill Davis. The 
ladies have supported the club for decades so it 
was wonderful that they were together, renewing 
friendships and enjoying harmonica music.  

Windfall of Gavels 
By Jim Melchers 
Earlier this year, newly installed GHC president 
Linda Jacobs was in need of a gavel to properly 
conduct the club business meetings, since the 
club’s legacy gavel had been misplaced. Being the 
resourceful leader that she is, she brought in a 
rubber mallet, which provided an effective, 
attention-getting thud for the proceedings.  

Thinking that a prestigious organization like GHC 
needed a gavel befitting our status, not just one, 
but two members presented her with new 
handmade wooden gavels and matching sounding 
blocks at the July business meeting. Thanks to 
Jennie Ojeda and Joe Stenger for their thoughtful 
gifts. Look for the new gavels in action at upcoming 
business meetings. 

A    from Helen 

By Helen Allen 

Greetings, one and all. I 
want to begin my note by 
recognizing Linda 
Jacobs for putting 
together not only new 
music but also the 
backing tracks for our 
6:00 session. This is very 
time consuming, and it 
takes many hours to 
arrange everything. As a 
result, our “beginners” 
group is now practicing 
two volumes of music 
usually played during 
GHC band practice. 
Hopefully, in the near 
future, we can encourage 
some more folks to join 
the 7:00 band practice. 

It was great that so many 
of GHC attended SPAH. 
Get ready because GHC 
is hosting the convention 
at the Sheraton Westport 
Chalet in August 2023. 
Please contact Linda if 
you would like to serve on 
a committee. It is so fun 
as you get to meet people 
from all over the US and 
even some from foreign 
countries. We have a 
reputation as being a 
great host city. 

Please plan to attend our 
picnic at Love Park. More 
information will be 
forthcoming in the near 
future. 

Please plan to join the 
group on Zoom if you are 
unable to attend the 
meeting at the church. 
John Grindon does a 
great job in his weekly 
postings which contain 
links to all the music and 
sound tracks. 

If I can ever be of any 
assistance to you. please 
feel free to contact me. 

“Beginners” class, July 19, (L-R) Joe Stenger, Louise Georgia, Reed DeLaet, Tim 
O’Connell, Michael LaRue, Stan Baldwin, Bill Davis, and Bill Dulin. Not pictured is 
facilitator Linda Jacobs. (photo by Linda Jacobs) 

Trying new music, 
July 26, (L-R) Ernie 
Roberts and Tim 
O’Connell  (photo 
by Linda Jacobs) 

Visitors at GHC meeting, 
June 26 (L-R) Marie Roberts 
and Sharon Davis (photo by 
Linda Jacobs) 

GHC president’s gavels (L-R) 
Rubber mallet, walnut set 
from Joe Stenger, and cherry 
set from Jennie Ojeda (photo 
by Jim Melchers) 
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Headliners at the SPAH 
Convention 

Convention attendees were treated to 
entertainment each evening, with genres 
ranging from musical comedy to classical. 
Artistic talents ranged from up-and-coming 
youths to awe-inspiring virtuosos.  

Here’s an introduction to a few of the famous 
harmonica players that graced the stage this 
year. Thanks to Ernie Roberts for the photos! 

Classical: Robert Bonfiglio 

Born in 1950, his first harmonica came to him 
in his Christmas stocking; by high school, 
Robert Bonfiglio was in a blues band in his 
Iowa City hometown.  

After earning a chemistry degree, in the early 
1970s, he attended 
a seminar hosted by  
Cham-ber Huang. 
Then, deciding that 
his future lay with 
music, Bonfiglio 
moved to New York, 
where he developed 
a passion for 

classical music, “There is as much emotion in 
playing Bach as there is in playing the blues.” 

Jazz: Howard Levy  

Howard Levy drew attention for his chromatic 
playing style on a regular diatonic harmonica; 
his overblow and overdraw techniques enable 
him to obtain all the missing chromatic notes 
in the Richter-tuned diatonic harmonica.  

Born in Brooklyn in 1951, he came to the 
harmonica by way of studying the piano and 

pipe organ. In 1988, he 
cofounded Bela Fleck 
and the Flecktones and 
later won two Grammys.  

According to Levy, “I feel 
like I’m flying when I’m 
playing well.” 

Soul/rock/blues/pop:  
Rachel Plas 

A singer/songwriter from 
France, the 31-year-old 
Hohner-endorsed artist, 
Rachel Plas, complements 
her modern dance and 
smooth voice with virtuoso, 
refined harmonica playing, 
preferring the diatonic 
Golden Melody.  

Originally a student of Greg Zlap, an 
autodidact who founded a harmonica school 
in Paris, Plas soon developed her own style. 
In 2009, she surprised the global harp scene 
at the World Harmonica Festival. Since then, 
Plas has become one of the big names when 
it comes to the young generation of harmonica 
masters. 

2022 SPAH Convention 
By Linda Jacobs 

Background  

What is SPAH? It’s the Society for the Preservation and 
Advancement of the Harmonica, an international 
organization based in the United States. Established in 
1963, this non-profit group is dedicated to the harmonica 
and its relevance in music: past, present and future.  

SPAH members, 600 total in 2022, range from beginners to world-renowned players 
who enjoy all styles of music and types of harmonicas. Plus, many members just 
like to listen to harmonica music. 

The annual SPAH convention, held in a different city every year, is a 5-day event 
that features seminars, jam sessions, and world-class performances by and for 
players of all types of harmonicas and all genres of music. 

Convention Details  

This year’s convention took place at the Hyatt Regency 
Downtown in Tulsa, Oklahoma, from Tuesday, August 9, 
through Saturday, August 13. There were 219 attendees, 
12 volunteers, 40 on-line participants, 8 sponsors, 7 
vendors, and a plethora of entertainers. Each attendee 
received a program, the newly designed SPAH sticker, 
and the day-by-day schedule of seminars, events and 
entertainment. Courtesy of the SPAH organization, one of the new stickers is 
attached for you! 

GHC members, pictured at 
right, were at the convention. 
Also there, but not pictured, 
was member BW Honeycutt. 
Two additional members, 
Helen Allen and Audria 
Gebhardt, and maybe more, 
participated on-line, watching 
many events live. 

Seminars / Events  

During four days, there were 28 
seminars and 18 mini workshops on topics from beginning blues, western swing 
tuning, and music arranging to stage presence and breath control plus many more.  

There was harmonica music! Each day, everyone was welcome to play at open mic. 
All day long and late night, too, there were jam sessions featuring every type of 
music imaginable. Each evening, the stage was filled with amazing harmonica 
talent, from across the country and around the world.  

Special events included the vendors room, swap meet, and annual banquet.  

Awards, People and 2023 

Our own Bill Dulin was a recipient of SPAH’s 
2022 Stan Harper Award. This honor was 
presented during the banquet that culminated 
the memorable week. One of ten nominees 
for the award, Bill was recognized for 
outstanding service to the harmonica 
community after becoming a member of GHC 
in 2002 and SPAH in 2003.  

Another exciting part of the convention was 
the people who attended. The convention was 
a wonderful opportunity to meet with people 
who have common interests and share 
experiences, knowledge and friendships. 

Next year’s convention will be in St. Louis and 
hosted by the Gateway Harmonica Club. 

At the 2022 SPAH banquet and awards ceremony, 
August 13 (L-R) Clara Schuh, Jay Hotze, Marie 
Roberts, Ernie Roberts, Linda Jacobs, and Bill 
Dulin (Photo by Lucy Wilson, SPAH Staff) 

Bill Dulin (center) accepts the Stan 
Harper Award presented by 
Michael D’Eath, SPAH President, 
(right) as Jerry Deall, vice 
president, looks on (Photo by 
Linda Jacobs) 

Attach  
SPAH sticker 

here 
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Christmas in July  

Chairperson’s Comments  
By Clara Schuh 

Thanks to everyone who came to our Christmas In July party. The food was 

excellent – filling but not heavy, more healthy items than not, but plenty for 

those who “enjoy eating”, whether it is good for us or not. We had deer 

sausage, meatballs, pigs in a blanket, cookies, fruitcake and candy. Then of 

course cheeses, fruits and salads. All in all a well balanced assortment. 

Christmas group playing put us in a Christmas-y mood and then open mic. I 

had requested Christmas or winter songs and enjoyed the creativity of Tim 

O’Connell and Don Johnson in their selection since both their songs 

referenced winter in some way. Sorry I had to leave before hearing everyone 

play open mic. 

Thanks to Jay Hotze for printing the song sheet for the candles. Also, thank 

you to Tom and Johanna Sutterfield for helping arrange the tables and 

chairs. And, thanks to the ladies and gentlemen who helped set up the food 

table as new dishes arrived. I hope everyone had a good time so we can 

continue this “tradition” in future years. 

Memorable Party  
By Linda Jacobs 

We celebrated Christmas in July on Tuesday, July 12, starting at 7 PM, at the 

Rock Church on Manchester Road. The room was abuzz with excitement as 

26 members, spouses, and guests arrived, some even dressed in holiday 

garb, each bringing a dish or drink to share and holiday music to enjoy later. 

The evening began with a social hour, soft drinks, delicious appetizers, and 

festive desserts - even a holiday fruitcake!  

When the feast was complete and friendships were rekindled, the music time 

began with a group sing-a-long / play-a-long of “White Christmas”, “Silver 

Bells”, and “Silent Night”, led by music director Bill Dulin and accompanied by 

Jim Melchers on chord and Linda Jacobs on bass. Then, the fun was 

brought to an even higher level as club members shared special holiday solos 

and group performances prepared especially for the Christmas in July party. 

With a smile, a happy heart, and many fond memories, members went home 

shortly after 9 PM. 

Special thanks to Clara Schuh, event chairperson. In addition to planning and 

organizing, she also created the beautiful “Silent Night” candle party favors, 

winter table centerpieces, and beautiful Christmas tree. Also appreciated is 

the support of Tom Sutterfield and his spouse Johanna, who coordinated 

with the church and facilitated table/chair setup and tear down. Gratitude goes 

out to Jennie Ojeda for gathering a few recipes from the party-goers to share 

in this newsletter. Thanks, too, to those who shared their recipes.  

Thanks to members, spouses and guests in attendance and on Zoom. The 

food, camaraderie, and music were memorable. Oh, what a night!  

Thank you everyone! And a very early Merry Christmas to all!! 

Marie Roberts’  
WATERGATE SALAD  

 1 can crushed pineapple (15-1/2 or 20 ounce size) 
 1 package instant pistachio pudding mix (3-1/2 ounce)  
 1 container whipped dairy topping (9 ounce)  
 1/2 cup nuts, chopped 
 1 cup miniature marshmallows 
 1/2 cup maraschino cherries, cut in small pieces (optional)
     Diced bananas (optional) 
 
 Put pineapple with juice in pan. 
 Stir in pudding mix until well mixed. 
 Stir in whipped topping, nuts, marshmallows, cherries 
 and bananas, if desired. 
 Place in mold, or pan, and refrigerate. 

Ruth Huebner’s MEATBALLS 

  1 lb ground beef      1 tsp seasoning salt 
  1 tsp Worcestershire sauce      (like Lawry’s)  
  1 tbsp ketchup      1 egg  
  1 tsp lemon juice      1 tsp dry mustard  
  1/3 tsp oregano  

Combine all above and shape into 1-inch meatballs. Bake at 
350 degrees until browned or microwave for 6 to 8 minutes. They 
should be fully cooked. Can be frozen at this point.  

  1/2 cup ketchup      1 - 3 tbsp lemon juice 
  1/2 cup barbecue sauce   1/3 cup chopped onion 
  1/2 tsp Worcestershire sauce  

Combine and stir in meatballs and simmer in slow cooker on 
low for 2 to 4 hours. I double this recipe for most occasions. 

Clara Schuh’s  
PECAN PRALINES 

2 cups packed brown sugar 
1/2 cup water 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 cup chopped pecans 

Cook sugar and water together to 240 degrees, or to the 
soft-ball stage. (Use of a candy thermometer is 
recommended.) Remove from heat and beat until  
creamy, then add vanilla and pecans.  
Spoon in large round wafers onto waxed paper. Let cool 
completely before removing and placing in container. 
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1/2 ounce)  

cup maraschino cherries, cut in small pieces (optional) 

 

1 tsp seasoning salt  

1 tsp dry mustard  

inch meatballs. Bake at  
350 degrees until browned or microwave for 6 to 8 minutes. They 

3 tbsp lemon juice  
1/3 cup chopped onion  

Combine and stir in meatballs and simmer in slow cooker on  
low for 2 to 4 hours. I double this recipe for most occasions.  

Cook sugar and water together to 240 degrees, or to the 

Spoon in large round wafers onto waxed paper. Let cool 
 

At a party table  (L-R) Julie Melchers, Louis Jackson and Shelly Lee (guests 

of Don Johnson), and Jim Melchers (photo by Bill Dulin) 

Holiday spirit (L-R) Kathy Kelly, Herb Huebner, Ruth Huebner, Linda Jacobs, John Clark, 

Jennie Ojeda, and Don Phillips; also present but not pictured on p. 1 or p. 7 were Helen 

Allen (via Zoom), Bill Dulin, Don Johnson and Tom Sutterfield (photo by Bill Dulin) 

History of Christmas in July 

The first “Christmas in July” may have been in the 1930s  

when a summer camp put up a tree, gave gifts and feasted 

on holiday foods in July. Or, it may have started earlier in 

Europe or Australia. The concept gained fame with the 

release of a movie comedy, Christmas in July, in 1940. 

For GHC, Christmas in July began in 2000 when GHC  

spouses, later recognized as the GHC Ladies Auxiliary, 

“threw a get-together...for socializing” and  “finger foods 

were outstanding,” according to the newsletter. By 2001, 

the event also included games, prizes, holiday garb, and 

Christmas carols played on harmonicas. The event became 

a club tradition as it was held during numerous years 

through 2015. A revisit of this club tradition was fun and 

fitting during GHC’s 35th anniversary year. 

Michael LaRue (L) and Tim 

O’Connell enjoy the festivities 

(photo by Bill Dulin) 

Bravo to the 
Cooks! 
By Jennie Ojeda 

Open mic was a really 

nice touch to end the 

evening’s event. Not to 

miss, however, an 

opportunity to thank the 

many members who not 

only entertained but 

brought to share some 

really tasty and delicious 

appetizers and desserts.  

Three dishes that kept 

the crowd going back for 

seconds were from our 

“harmonica" cooks: Ruth 

Huebner, Marie 

Roberts, and Clara 

Schuh. Each graciously 

agreed to provide their 

recipes for this issue of 

the Reeder. In fact, may 

we thank these three 

members and all those 

named here for providing 

such a wonderful variety 

of delicious dishes for all 

in attendance to enjoy.  

Our hearty thanks go to 

each of these generous 

cooks: for drinks and 

appetizers, Sharon and 

Bill Davis,,Audria 

Gebhardt, Ruth and 

Herb Huebner, Linda 

Jacobs, Don Johnson, 

Julie Melchers, Tim 

O'Connell, Jennie 

Ojeda, Marie and Ernie 

Roberts, Jan Studer; 

and for desserts, Jim 

Melchers, Don Phillips, 

and Clara Schuh. 

Hopefully, I didn’t miss 

anyone.  
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Bill Dulin 
Bill often shares about his life 

as a card-carrying Chickasaw, 

born in Oklahoma who retired 

from the Defense Mapping 

Agency. He enjoys repairing/

selling clocks and harmonicas, 

among other hobbies. 

Following in his sisters’ 

footsteps, Bill took piano 

lessons as a kid. In high 

school, he saved and bought a 

Chrometta 8. While in college, he bought his first 4-octave 

harmonica, a Hohner Professional 64.  

In 2002, through the internet, he discovered GHC and 

became a Lifetime member. Bill has served as GHC 

president or VP for 16 years and became music director in 

2018. During his 20th SPAH 

convention, he was recognized 

with the 2022 Stan Harper Award 

of Special Merit. 

Bill Dulin, 2021 

Marie 
Roberts 
In 1999, Marie fully realized her 

husband Ernie’s musical interest 

when he joined GHC and 

became a Lifetime member. 

Marie has supported him and 

the club throughout the 

decades. However, when given 

the chance to play, as a pianist 

she prefers the melodica. 

Born in 1941, Marie grew up in Arkansas. After getting a 

graduate degree in education/counseling, she was 

introduced to Ernie, during 1967, by relatives in Thayer, 

Missouri. As two mature people, from families acquainted for 

decades, Ernie proposed on the second date, and Marie said 

“Yes”. In 1968, they wed and later had three children. 

Marie attributes her longevity to genetics and having no bad 

habits. Church is important in their lives. She is active in a 

women’s group, knitting caps and toys, and sewing quilts for 

charity. Her hobbies also include reading and doing puzzles. 

Marie likes to travel, visiting the kids or 

going to the SPAH convention.  

Jerry 
Bonfiglio 
Born in New York City in 

1930 and later living in 

Edwardsville, Illinois, Jerry 

became a GHC member in 

2001, after seeing our band 

at an independent living 

facility where his wife Sandy was the activities director.  

He was GHC’s featured bass player for quite awhile. After 

sharing a friend’s diatonic, at age 9 Jerry got his own for just 

$3. Soon after, his paper route financed a $7 chromatic. In 

1953, he and a Navy shipmate went ashore in Gibraltar and 

bought a 64 and a chord for $35, so Jerry became a chord 

player, too. 

A graduate of SIU Carbondale, he 

was an advertising executive for 

the Globe Democrat. Jerry was full 

of laughs and had a fun time 

playing the blues and enjoying all 

music, sometimes accompanied by 

Sandy singing and playing the 

guitar. Jerry passed in 2016 at the 

age of 85 and is remembered as a 

fun and dedicated club member. 

Reed 
DeLaet 
Her musical inspiration came from a real life “music man”. 

Born in 1935 in St. Clair, Missouri, Reed lived on a farm, 4th 

of 13 children. She walked a 3-mile round trip to school and 

that’s where she met the “music man”, a returning soldier 

who shared his musical expertise as he transitioned into 

civilian life. Under his tutelage, Reed took up playing the 

French horn. The “music man” brought out her best, 

encouraging her to teach the younger students. Eventually, 

Reed became first chair in the all-county orchestra brass 

section, which brought opportunities to travel and compete.  

Leaving home at 16 and heading to St. Louis, Reed thought 

her music would continue. Instead, her focus changed and 

she became a nurse’s aide at Firmin Desloge Hospital plus 

became the first in her family to graduate from high school.   

Reed is a self-taught piano player, quilter, gardener, and dog 

collector (right now: three Yorkies). An avid bicyclist, she’s 

ridden in Europe and Canada. Then, having taken the 

beginners class at Meramec, Reed became a harmonica 

player, too, and a Lifetime member of 

GHC, after joining the club in 2019. 
New Member 

Legacy Featured 

Support 

By Linda Jacobs 

Jerry Bonfiglio, 2007 

Marie Roberts, 2021 

Reed DeLaet, 2021 

Music in the Garden 
Kathy Kelly enjoys caring for her garden, 
which evolved during her 55 years in the 
house. She also likes to relax outside, on the patio, 
while birdwatching and playing her harmonica. She 
hopes that she doesn’t disturb the neighbors.  

Our Nonagenarians 
Both Bob and Bennie Norton are nonagenarians! On July 
27, Bennie had her 90th birthday, and on August 3, Bob 
achieved the age of 94. They celebrated with a meal out 
with their daughter Chris Waltrip, homemade cheesecake, 
and a visit to the casino. Happy birthday, Bob and Bennie! 
(videos by Ernie Roberts and Joe Stenger, video editing by 
Diana Arseneau) 

Married 57 Years 
On July 28, Ann and Rob Samuels 
celebrated their 57th anniversary. They 
met while serving in the Peace Corps in 
Panama. After a couple of months, they 
married in the Canal Zone. According to 
Ann, “There were many folks who didn’t 
give the marriage much chance -- 
whirlwind courtship, far from home, ha! 57 
years so far.” Congratulations, Ann and 
Rob! 

Quotes in the 
Spotlight 

 

“They told me that being 

the music director was 

easy...All I’d have to do is 

count to four.” 

- Bill Dulin 

 

“All things work together 

for good to those who 

love the Lord.”  

- Marie Roberts 

 

“To me, music is the 

sound of happiness.” 

- Reed DeLaet 

 

In lieu of a quote from 
Jerry Bonfiglio, here’s a 
link to a 2008 video, 
featuring Jerry playing the 
bass, joined by two 
understudies, while 
accompanying the GHC 
band in a rendition of “St. 
Louis Blues”.  

Jerry Bonfiglio 
2008 

To see the video: 

• On computer, click the QR code 

• On a paper copy, use a smart 
phone’s camera to scan the code 

30 Years of Service 
Jim Melchers was recognized on the 30th 
anniversary of his employment at Cambridge Air 
Solutions. During the July 27 morning meeting, Jim 
was described by company managers as humble, 
diligent, dedicated, professional and humorous, 
and an incredible part 
of the team that the 
company couldn’t 
imagine working 
without. 
Congratulations, Jim! 

So What’s New With You? 
Members are always invited to share items of interest for this newsletter. 

Bob and Bennie 
Norton 
celebrating 
their birthdays 
(photo by Linda 
Jacobs) 

Norton, 94, plays 
La Vie En Rose 

Jim Melchers (center) 
congratulated by 
Cambridge Air Solutions 
leaders during recognition 
certificate presentation on 
July 27 

Family time (Top) Rob and Ann 
Samuels with son Ben, grandson Jack, 
and Liz, Jack’s mom 

Kathy Kelly’s 2022 
backyard garden of 
hostas, begonias, 
petunias, coleus, and 
‘Creeping Jenny’ 

From the archives...Entertaining at 
the 2003 Octoberfest in St. Charles 
are Jerry Bonfiglio in GHC vest, 
Buddy Hirsch on accordion, and 
Bill Dulin on chromatic 

Throwback to 2003 
At the time of this vintage photo, the three 
musicians were new to GHC. Jerry 
Bonfiglio joined in 2001, Bill Dulin in 2002, 
and Buddy Hirsch in 2003. During the 
following decades, their friendship grew as 
their harmonica music delighted thousands 
in local audiences. (Thanks to Bill for sharing 
this photo.) 

 

Spotlight 
Members on  

Kathy Kelly 
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https://youtu.be/iRpnpskpJ2A
https://youtu.be/6dZ6RsWAdiQ


Tech Tips  
Part 4, final of a series 

Submitted by                

Julie Melchers               
with permission 

From a compilation by          

Sissi Jones, Hohner harmonica 

tech 

STICKING SLIDE 

Never use your 

harmonica with any 

foreign substance in your 

mouth. After eating, rinse 

out your mouth with clear 

water before starting to 

play — sugars in cola, 

mouthwash, coffee, etc., 

can cause sticking. 

Try to play as “dry” as 

possible to keep excess 

saliva from entering the 

slide/mouthpiece 

assembly. Keep the head 

up and swallow 

frequently. 

Play the harmonica for a 

few minutes without using 

the slide, as the slight 

breath moisture from 

warm-up playing will often 

free a sticking slide. 

Never force the slide as 

you may damage the 

mechanism.  

 

Never use lubricant of 

any kind on the slide. If 

sticking persists, remove 

the slide and mouthpiece 

and wash in warm, soapy 

water. Rinse and dry 

thoroughly, and 

reassemble the 

mouthpiece. 

 

If all else fails, send your 

harmonica for repair. 

Under the Sea 
Tablature for chromatic by Joe Stenger 

From The Little Mermaid, a Disney film 

Sebastian the crab speaks: 

“Ariel, listen to me 

The human world, it’s a mess. 

Life under the sea 

Is better than anything they got up 

there.” 

  3      4       4     4  (4)  (5)       4     3 
The  sea-weed  is  al-ways  green-er 

 2     3       3   2 (1)  3       2 
In  some-bod-y  el-se’s  lake 

  3        4       4   4    (4)  (5)   4      3 
You  dream  a-bout  go-ing  up  there 

  2     3    3   3  (1)     3    2 
But  that  is  a  big  mis-take 

   3      4    4    4      (4)   (5)   4        6 
Just  look  at  the  world  a-round  you 

  (5)     (5)    (5)   5    6  (5)      4 
Right  here  on  the  o-cean  floor 

   6        6   (5)   5      5       (5)    (4)      5 
Such  won-der-ful  things  sur-round  you 

   (5)     (5)   (5)   5      6   (5)   4 
What  more  is  you  look-in’  for? 

 5   (5)    4     3    (5)  (5)   5      6 
Un-der  the  sea, un-der  the  sea 

  6    (5)   5    (3) (2) 
Dar-ling  it’s  bet-ter 

    6        (5)      5   (3)  (2)  
Down  where  it’s  wet-ter 

   6    (5)   5      6 
Take  it  from  me 

 6   (5)    4      (3)      4       4     (3)  (5) 
Up  on  the  shore  they  work  all  day 

 (5)   5  (5)     6     6       (5)   (5)  5 
Out  in  the  sun  they  slave  a-way 

    6     (5)   5   3  (2)  
While  we  de-vo-tin’ 

  6     (5)    5    (3)  3 
Full  time  to  float-in’ 

 6   (5)    4     4 
Un-der  the  sea. 

Harp Corner 

According to Wikipedia, the online 

encyclopedia, “Under the Sea” is a 

song from Disney’s 1989 animated 

film The Little Mermaid, composed 

by Alan Menken with lyrics by 

Howard Ashman. It is influenced by 

the Calypso style of the Caribbean, 

which originated in Trinidad and 

Tobago, as well as Reggae, which 

originated in Jamaica. The song won 

the Academy Award for Best Original 

Song in 1989, the first for a Disney 

film since “Chim Chim Cher-ee” from 

Mary Poppins in 1964. 

The song is a plea by the crab 

Sebastian imploring Ariel the 

mermaid to remain seabound and 

resist her desire to become human in 

order to spend her life with Prince 

Eric, with whom she has fallen in 

love. Sebastian warns of the 

struggles of human life while at the 

same time expounding the benefits 

of a carefree life underwater. 

However, his plea falls on deaf ears, 

as Ariel leaves before the end of the 

song. 

To see the video: 

• On a computer, 
click the QR code 

• On a paper copy, 
use a smart phone 
to scan the code Under the Sea 

Official Video 
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Editor’s Note: After Joe Stenger played “Under the Sea” during a recent GHC open mic 

session, a member asked for “the tabs”. Often playing by ear, Joe  had only the lyrics of 

the song. So, Joe went home, listened to the music, translated each note into tablature, 

and wrote it all on paper to share with his fellow harmonica player and, now, you, too. A 

member since 2020, Joe continues to develop his skills. An outstanding harmonica 

player, hard worker, and a very nice person, we feel privileged to have Joe as a member 

of the club.  

Backing Tracks  
(Key of C)  

Three backing tracks, each unique, are 

provided for “One Moment in Time”. To 

access from a computer, click the QR code. 

If a smart phone is available, use the 

camera to scan the QR code. (“How to Scan 

a QR Code” is on the back cover.)  

A Tip 
By John Grindon 

PLAYING A  
KEY-OF-C SCORE 
IN THE KEY OF C# 

With a chromatic 

harmonica in the 

key of C, a range of 

measures scored in 

C that has no 

sharps or flats can 

be played in the key 

of C# instead, 

simply by holding in 

the slide. All notes 

will be correctly 

transposed to the 

key of C#. This can 

be used selectively 

for emphasis or 

variety. For 

example, the score 

for “One Moment in 

Time” is in the key 

of C, except for the 

last few measures 

where the key 

optionally shifts to 

C# for a rousing 

finish. 

One Moment in Time 
Whitney Houston 

(1988) 

Chromatic Tablature 

D
ia

to
n

ic
 T

a
b

la
tu

re
 

   4      -5   5   5     5   -5     6   5 
Each  day  I  live,  I  want  to  be 

5   -5    5    -4     5       5    -4   -4 
A  day  to  give  the  best  of  me. 

-5   -5   5    5      6      6  -6   -5 
I'm  on-ly  one,  but  not  a-lone. 

 5     5   4    -4    5    5    -5     -4 
My  fin-est  day  is  yet  un-known. 

-5   -5       5       5      5   -5   6     5 
 I  broke  my  heart  for  ev-‘ry  gain. 

 5      -5     5       -4      5    5      -4     -4 
To  taste  the  sweet,  I  faced  the  pain. 

-5  -5     5     5      6         6       6  -5 
 I  rise  and  fall,  yet  through  it  all 

   5        5    -4     -4     4    -4      5     -4      5     6    4   
This  much  re-mains:  I  want  one  mo-ment  in  time, 

   -4      5      -5      -5    -5     5      -5     6     -4 
When  I'm  more  than  I  thought  I  could  be. 

    4      -6      -7   7        -7       -6   6     6       5   -4   4 
When  all__  of  my  dreams  are  a  heart-beat  a-way, 

 -4     5     -5    -5      -5   -5   5    4    -4 
And  the  an-swers  are  all  up  to  me. 

   4     -4     5     -4     5     6     4 
Give  me  one  mo-ment  in  time 

   -4       5   -5  -5      -5     -8  7  -7 
When  I'm  ra-cing  with  des-ti-ny. 

   -6    -7   7     -8      7     6      -5 6    5  
Then  in  that  one  mo-ment  of__ time, 

-4   5     -5   -4   5     6       8  7  -8  7 
  I  will  feel,  I  will  feel__ e-ter-ni-ty. 

   -6    -7    7     -8     7      6    -5 6    5 
Then  in  that  one  mo-ment  in__ time, 

-4   5    -5   6   -6   6    6   -6   7    -8 
  I  will  be,  I  will  be,  I  will  be  free,__ 

6   8   -8   6   -6   7      8  
I  will  be,  I  will  be  free!____ 

Play-A-Long 

Backing Track 

Open Mic 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ltv1w9v1cq40gmk/One_Moment_in_Time%28play_along%29.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/aff1tp36gklea5n/One_Moment_in_Time%28open_mic%29.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l1x2l52mz2m0wff/One_Moment_in_Time%28backing_track%29.mp3?dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC_mV1IpjWA


GHC Calendar 
Events 
Sep 17 11 - 4  Annual Picnic, Love Park - Ballwin, Chairperson A. Gebhardt 

Dec (details soon) Christmas Party, Rock Church, Chairperson Ruth Huebner 

Performances 
Sep 2 2 PM  Abbey Senior Health, 206 N Main St, O’Fallon MO 63366 

Sep 6 12:30 PM St. Joseph’s Church, 567 St. Josephs Ln, Ballwin MO 63021 

Sep 26 10:30 AM LOAP, Ballwin Golf Course, 333 Holloway Rd, Ballwin 63011 

Sep 29 2:30 PM Mattis Pointe Senior Living, 4962 Mattis Rd, St. Louis 63128 

Oct 5 1 PM  St. Paul’s Seniors, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 63131 

College Classes 
Sep 7, 14 & 21 St. Louis Community College - Meramec campus 

Sep 28 & Oct 5/12 St. Charles Community College 

Oct 6, 13 & 20 St. Louis Community College - Forest Park campus 

Oct 10, 17 & 24  St. Louis Community College - Florissant Valley campus 

Weekly Meeting - Everyone’s welcome! 
Meetings are held every Tuesday at The Rock Church, 9125 Manchester Rd.     

For on-line streaming, join Zoom, Meeting ID 523 574 2860 / Passcode 201826. 

6 PM Beginners class & Blues Group 

7 PM Band Practice (Business meeting, 1st Tuesday of the month) 

8 PM Open mic 

www.gatewayharmonicaclub.wordpress.com 

Contact Us 

Give us a call or  

send an email for more 

information about our 

club, performances, and 

classes.  

Club / Classes 

(314) 325-6819

info@gateway 

harmonicaclub.org 

Performances 

(314) 329-4553

booking@gateway 

harmonicaclub.org 

Correspondence 

secretary@gateway 

harmonicaclub.org 

GATEWAY HARMONICA CLUB 

11828 DOVERHILL DR 

SUNSET HILLS MO  63139 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

YouTube 

GHC Website 

Facebook 

Calendar 

PLACE 
ADDRESS LABEL 

HERE 

To access from a computer, 

click the QR code. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=gatewayhc&sp=QgIIAQ%253D%253D
https://gatewayharmonicaclub.wordpress.com/
https://m.facebook.com/Gateway-Harmonica-Club-112401078805087/
https://www.gatewayharmonicaclub.org/calendar.htm
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